IN A TOWN WHICH HAS
FRONT, BEIN

WRECKED

CONVENT AT

the of

pril.

beginning
the Civil War
suddenly flared up in the
north Spain, a sector
which had been compara-
tively quiet since the lasi
of the Covernment attacks
on Oviedo. On April 1
General Franco's troops
launched a

AT

of

series of h

Bilb
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attacks with as
their objective Their
advance stoutly re.
sisted by the Basque forces

was

organised under the auto-
nomous government The
3'15_ques. it ould be ex-

ominantly

but side

=
Lrovern-

ple
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ment, wh has granted
them autosromy. This
autenomy, General Franco
would take away. The
Basque Governmen has
organised lts peopl mili-
tary effort under a single
eommand, with their Pre-
sident, Sefior de Apuirré,

as the h=ad ol the Defence
Ministry. As we write, this
organisation has been
effective, since the Basques
possess in Bilbao an in-
dustrial town capable

supplying war material, as
[Comtimued opposite.
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FRANCO'S FORCES:
HAVE CHANGED HANDS

THE FIELD ! A GROUP OF COMMANDERS; INCLUDING MAJOR SASETA (WITHOUT MAT), ORGANISER
OF d

‘THE

A BASQUE ARMED TRAWLER WHICH WAS SUNK FIGHTING THE INSURGENTS AT SEA .
THE *" XARARRA," WHICH MET THE PFOWERFUL MODERN CRUIS " LCANARIAS "' AND WENT
DOWN WITH HER STEEN GUN STILL FIRING.
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BANKS FISHERIES AND NOW MOUNTING
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A 73 MM
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LEADING HIS MEN RECENTLY.

THE PIETY OF THE BASQUES, WHO AKE FIGHTING TO MAINTAIN THEIR AUTONOMY @
THE FUNERAL PROCESSION OF A BASQUE GUDARI "' [SOLUIER] KILLED DURING AN
AIR-RAID AT BILBAO.
well as the arsenal of

Euzkalduna. The trawlers
illustrated here were
adapted and armed at
Bilbao ; and it is also stated
that tanks and aeroplanes
have been  constructed
there. On April 6, General
Mola, who commands the
insurgent forces the
Morth last
warning '' which was scat-
tered over the area ‘round
Bilbao by aercplanes. This,
it seems, announced, - that
the insurgents had ** decided
to end the war in Northern
Spain,” addidg that failure
would bring

in

published ‘" a

to ‘surrender

destruction to Viscaya,
Weeks of bitter mountain
warfare followed. Mean-

while, It.was apparent that
General Franco was relying
upon: a close blockade of
the northern ports to assist

him in wearing tdown
Basque resistance, Speak-
ing in ‘the Hoyse of

Commons on Aprili 14, Sir
John Simon stated that
British naval ‘officers on
the spot reported that the
approaches to Bilbao had
been mined by both sides.
The question of mines and




SWEPT MINES; AND SERVICES IN THE FIFLD AND BARRACKS.
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GUN-DRILL ON BOARD A BASQUE ARMT TRAWLER HE 3 1 ¥ WEAPOR 1
ON THE " pONOSTIA," WHIOH WAS CONVERTED AT i
ARSENAL OF ELUZKALL

OF THE BASQUE TRAWLEKS, ARMED IN THE WELL-EQUIFPED SHIPYARDS AT
BILBEAO : HOISTING THE RED, WHITE, AND GREEN BASQUE FLAG ABOARD THE
% . DONOSTIA " (THE BASQUE NAME FOR ST, SEHASTIAN). :
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CELEBRATING MASS AMONG THE BASQUE TROOPS IN THE FIELD,
DEFENDING THE AFPFROACHES TO BILBAG: EVIDENCE OF THE PIETY
WHICH 18 CHARACTERISTIC OF THIS PEOPLE.
e
MASS IN A BARRACKS AT BiL A PHOTOGRAFH W)
UNIFORM WORN BY THE FORCES RATSED BV THES HA%(
GOVERNMENT X
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BELIEVED TO BE ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL DANGERS TO BRITISH MERCHANT SHIPS ' RUNNING THE HOW THE BASQUE3 DEAL WITH INSURGERT MINES LAID OFF THEIR

]
BILBAO BLOCKADE ! MINES STATED TO HAVE DEEN SWEPT UP BY BASQUE MINESWEEPERS SOME i PORTS, S0 MENACING BRITISH *' BLOCKADE-RUNNERS!'D [TAKING A 2
MONTHS AGO,
B i S St e e e e e e e i - p—— — T S
. effactiveness’ of the' Insurgent blockade has since become a matter of considerable 'As we.write there is news of fresh fighting of great intensity on the Basque front.
ntroversy ; particularly because a serles of British merchant vessels have succesded in Claims to considerable adwvances are put forward by the {nsurgents It is reported
pking their way into Bilbac without mishap. The Basque flag, it may be of intersst that Eibar and Durangoe have fallen. Guernica, the ancient Basque capital, has been
add, is & white St. George's cross and a gre¢n St. Andrew's Cross on a red ground, devastated by an air-raid of unparalleled violence.
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